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FOREWORD
The purpose of this document is to inform our users, staff and partners of the objectives and attitudes that the Student Kindergartens consider essential in their encounters with children and parents. 

Kindergarten is the first building block in the Norwegian education system. Along with parents we shall prepare children to be active participants in society. Thus, we must take into account the society around us in the educational choices that we make. 
We see that norms, rules and traditions are changing, and our society has become more international bringing us into contact with other cultures and values. Access to information is on the increase, and the media and advertising constantly tell us how we ‘should’ live our lives in order to be happy. This creates new demands and expectations of what we want from life. 

Each individual has more freedom to choose how to organise their lives and tremendous opportunities exist to achieve one’s true potential. Concurrently, young people are left alone to form their own opinions and create their identities more than ever before. The solutions of earlier generations cannot automatically be used as a ‘blueprint’ when determining important decisions. 

The Student Kindergartens pave the way for children to develop the skills that are required to master the challenges of today, as well as those of tomorrow. 

The following describes the values, attitudes and qualities that form the basis for the objectives and methods elected and utilised in the Student Kindergartens. 

We place particular emphasis on our staff having professional relations with children founded on knowledge of the society around us, the individual child, the child’s overall development, our own motives and attitudes. 

Each kindergarten designs its own year plan based on its own individuality, legislation and The Framework Plan for the Content and Tasks of Kindergartens, in addition to this document.

Yours faithfully, Rune Fitje, Kindergarten Manager 


values and attitudes 

The staff and educational cultures in the Student Kindergartens are based on the overall vision and values of the Student Welfare Organisation in Bergen. 
Vision: "We provide students with positive day-to-day experiences" 

Values: 

 Activity 

· We make a transition from words to acts - we do what we say. 

· We make decisions at the right time to ensure that objectives are reached. 

Enthusiastic 

· We demonstrate commitment to the job by finding good solutions for students. 

· We praise and encourage one another, and focus on the positive. 

Attentive 

· We listen to the students and organise services to suit their needs. 

· We try to see other people’s perspectives at all times. 

Responsible 

· We use our knowledge to provide students with long-term and comprehensive solutions. 

· We co-operate to provide students with good day-to-day experiences. 

Caring 

· We are there for students when they need us. 

· We show respect and consideration for one another in everyday life. 
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In addition to the core values, the staff at the Student Kindergartens shares the following characteristic attitudes: 

· We view each individual as inherently good with the ability to alter their behaviour and attitudes. 

· Commitment and enthusiasm is the greatest impetus to learning and development. 

· We place emphasis on meeting people with understanding and tolerance. 

· Childhood is a life phase that has intrinsic value. 

In the process of learning and development, children’s play, their initiative and inventiveness are as important as the responses and organisation in the child’s surroundings.
Knowledge is not something that we ‘fill’ the child with, but something the child acquires during interaction with his/her surroundings. 
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CHILDREN 

The child develops through his/her encounters with other people. Hence, the quality of relations is the most important single factor in the provision of education. 

In the Student Kindergartens, we work purposely with each child based on the child’s capabilities as an individual, as well as part of a group. 

On the basis of common values and attitudes, we work towards accomplishing the following core objectives: 

· Self-image and self-esteem. We will contribute in helping children develop their identity based on a realistic self-image and good self-esteem. 
· Ability to make choices. We will ensure that children are independent and innovative. They will gradually be able to make choices. 
· Managing emotions. We place emphasis on the child being able to recognise, understand and express their feelings. 

· Social skills. We want to have children who are confident enough to assert their opinions, and who also show tolerance and consider the needs of other people. 

In the Student Kindergartens the child meets adults who: 

· Notice and seek to understand the individual child. 

· Listen and follow up the child. 

· Provide daily positive acknowledgement. 

· Find the balance between the inventiveness of the child and themselves as the impulse provider. 
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In the Student Kindergartens the child: 

· Receives the care and support he/she requires.
· Develops his/her independence by impacting and influencing their daily lives. 

· Has an organised and predictable environment that is challenging and creative at the same time. 

· Is physically active and expresses him/herself during play. 

· Meets challenges and demands in relation to his/her age, maturity and cultural background. 

· Is provided with activities that give the experience of mastering. 

· Develops his/her social skills through relations with children and adults.
A more detailed account of how core objectives are met can be found in the individual kindergarten’s year plan. 
parents 

Parents shall experience the Student Kindergartens as safe places and adequate providers of education for children. 

The Student Kindergartens particularly focus on adapting services to meet the needs of parents. 

As parents you can expect staff to: 

· Meet you with tolerance, openness and respect. 

· Be accessible and accommodating. 

· Provide information and ensure real participation. 

· Be flexible and extra considerate when you need it. 

· Open the kindergarten for networking between families. 

· Perform annual user surveys. 

In the Student Kindergartens we expect: 

· Parents to contribute in collaboration. 

· Parents to seek information. 

· Parents to express what they want, their ideas and needs. 
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STAFF 

In the Student Kindergartens you will meet staff who: 

· Have clear objectives and common attitudes towards their work. 

· Work on self-insight and professional development through purposeful training. 

· Have the will, ability and the courage to be open and honest in interactions with the rest of the staff. 

· Cooperate in a unified team. 

· Justify the choice of methods and the organisation of education. 

· Use a common tool for documentation and evaluation as a basis for further work. 

· Know their responsibilities and duties well.
· Have good and definite leaders who follow up the leadership values of Student Welfare Organisation in Bergen (SiB). 

· Focus on health, welfare and collaboration. 
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The Student Kindergartens in Bergen
provide parents and children with
positive day-to-day experiences.
www.sib.no www.sib.no   
