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INFORMATION ABOUT OUR KINDERGARTENS

We have only full time kindergartens that are owned and operated by the Student Welfare Organization in Bergen (Studentsamskipnaden i Bergen; SiB). With the exception of a few children of staff at SiB and member organisations only students’ children are eligible for admittance. 

We emphasize the children’s social skills in order to help them in their interaction with others. Friendship is important for children, and so is the ability to cooperate and communicate both with adults and other children.

In the kindergarten the child will experience a great deal of learning, but not in form of formal education. We believe that important learning processes in early childhood take place in play and interaction with others. Play therefore has a significant place in our kindergarten. We work to give the children a healthy self-esteem and confidence.

We hope that your first meeting with the kindergarten, as well as the initial start for your child, will be a positive experience.
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HOW DO WE WORK IN THE KINDERGARTEN? 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

The first days and months:

During the first three days we wish that one of the parents accompanies the child. During these three days we gradually extend the time when the child is alone in the kindergarten without the parents being present. These days of adaption are ment to give the child a good transition period, and also to give both parents and child a feeling of security. In the initial period, one to two months, we ask the parents to give as much continuity as possible as a help to the child in adapting well to the new situation. Please bring the child everyday and avoid vacations and too long absences.

Cooperation with parents:

We are very much interested in a close and good cooperation with you as a parent. You are the expert when it comes to your child! We invite you to an open dialogue concerning your child. When something happens, which is important for the child, or when something clearly makes a special impression on him/her, we would like both to receive and give information about this. 

We would also appreciate being told about the values you emphasize in the upbringing of your child and what customs he/she are used to at home.

In our kindergarten we have a tradition for informing the parents both about the good and the difficult matters experienced by the children. When telling you about conflicts or other matters which are difficult for your child, it is not our intention to give you worries and problems. Rather, it is because we wish close cooperation with you in helping the child in the development process.

Individual talk with the staff:

All parents get the possibility of having separate conversations with one in the staff working especially with their child. These talks usually take place once or twice a year, lasting for about an hour. Here we exchange information and experiences about your child, we talk both about well-being and possible problems in the kindergarten as well as at home.

Parents meetings:

Meetings for all parents are called once or twice per semester. They take place during the afternoon or evening. At these meetings we address various subjects concerning children and parents, and we inform about our plans for future work. The meetings are in Norwegian and English.
Language:

For our non-Norwegian speaking children we consider play and social interaction with other children to be important methods for learning the Norwegian language. Acquiring a new language is complicated and may take a long time for a child. We find great individual differences as to how quickly a child picks up Norwegian, and it is important to be patient and give the child the time it needs. 

Focus on culture in the kindergarten:

Our kindergarten is a colourful community, representing many different cultures. We would like to present this to the children, and to do this we need participation from you, the parents. We can celebrate national festive days from various countries, and we can present food, music, films, fairytales, etc. from the different countries.
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Food:

We have two meals per day, in some of our kindergartens we serve lunch, in others you have to bring this. If the child are having breakfast you need to bring a meal for this. You decide what kind of food you will bring, it does not have to be “Norwegian sandwiches”. We appreciate that you bring mostly wholesome food, and not “sweets”. Some food 

is made together with the children in the kindergarten. We make all kinds of food, both dinners and cakes. Please notify the staff if there is any food your child may not eat.
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Opening hours in the kindergarten:

In the course of the year the kindergarten closes for 3 weeks in July, all days between Christmas and New Year , the whole Easter week and moveable festive days and holidays. In addition, we close for 5 days used as planning days by the staff. These 5 days will be announced well in advance on the bulletin boards in every unit.

Marte meo counselling:

In Fantoft gård and Nerigard  we are operating a counselling method called Marte meo. In this method we make use of video to record interaction between children and adults. In order to make these recordings we need permission from the parents. You will receive a document where you can give this permission or not.
Clothing:
We spend a lot of time outdoors, in all kinds of weather. The child should have one set of rain gear and boots in the kindergarten at all times, in order to be prepared for being outside. During winter, warm clothing must be worn inside the playsuits, rain gear and boots.

It is important that you have a set change of clothes at all time, in the kindergarten.

Shops where you can by clothes :
H&M 
Spar Kjøp
Lindex

Reflex

Cubus

Secondhand store:

Freetex

Internett:

Finn.no: http://www.finn.no/finn/torget/tilsalgs/resultat?CATEGORY/MAINCATEGORY=68&areaId=20013
Klær = clothes
Look at the picture in this folder, of clothes you need in the kindergarten.

Norwegian: Tøfler,  English:  Slipper
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Norwegian: Sandaler,  English: Sandals
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Norwegian: GoreTex støvler,  English: GoreTex boots
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Norwegian: Kjeledress,  English: Coverall
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Norwegian: Lue, English: Winter cap
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Norwegian: Votter, English: Mittens
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Norwegian: Regntøy   English: Rain gear
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Norwegian: Støvler,  English:  Rain boots
Norwegian: Ullsokker,  English: Woolsocks
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Norwegian: Strømpebukse, English: Tights

Norwegian: Ull genser,  English:  Wool pullover
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Norwegian: Ull bukse, English: Wool trousers
