	Form A    -        Instructions for filling in the form

Applies to:             Married couples/partners, parents with shared 

                               custody and single parents not entitled

                               to receive childcare benefit (stønad til barnetilsyn)


Introduction

Households consisting of married couples/partners, parents with shared custody and single parents with no entitlement to receive childcare benefit may apply to the Muncipality of Bergen for a fee reduction should their income be less than kroner 235 000,-. The application is to be made using form A.

Single parents entitled to receive childcare benefit must fill in form B.

Fee reductions are given as a percentage of the normal fee depending on brutto income. Percentages may be 16%, 49% and 76% of the normal fee.

Instructions for filling in the sections of the form

1. Information on household members

Personal information on members of the household must be given.

Household members also include partners and spouses who do not provide support for the children in the household.

Both parents must be included when the parents have shared custody/the child lives in both homes. It is irrelevant whether the parents each have a partner or spouse, or live in separate households.

Parents must state their civil status.

Members of the household must state their brutto income.

Documentation requirements: copy of last tax assessment or tax form.

2. Information on children in day care facilities

Information on children in the household attending a day care facility must be given. It is important that all sections are filled in.

Documentation requirements

Should insufficient documentation be provided the application will be returned unhandled.

Applications repeatedly submitted without sufficient information may be rejected.

Annual application deadline

Fee reduction applications submitted within the 15 May are handled and put into effect when the day care facility opens for its coming year.

Otherwise, decisions on fee reductions apply from the month the Municipality of Bergen receives the application, until the day care facility closes at the end of its full year of opening.

The form is to be sent to:

Fagavdeling barnehage og skole

Postboks 7700

5020 BERGEN

Form A -
Application for a reduced fee day care facility place

	Applies to:                  Married couples/partners, parents with shared custody and

                                    single parents not entitled to receive childcare benefit




      (stønad til barnetilsyn)


All questions must be answered carefully. Income must be documented and enclosed with the application. Incomplete applications will be returned unhandled.

1. Information on household members/parents
	1. Name

2. Name
	Date of birth and national insurance number

Date of birth and national insurance number


	Occupation

Occupation
	Brutto income

Brutto income

	Address
	Postcode/place
	Telephone private/work

	Civil status (married/partner/single/shared custody):




2. Information on children in day care facilities

	Name of child
	Date of birth & national insurance number


	Client number *)
	Name of day care facility
	Type of place
	Fee per month

	Name of child
	Date of birth & national insurance number


	Client number *)
	Name of day care facility
	Type of place
	Fee per month


*) If available

3. Declaration/consent/signature

I/we have read the instructions enclosed with the application form

I/we declare that the given information is complete and correct. I/we are aware that incorrect or withheld information is a punishable offence.

I/we give my/our consent to the Municipality of Bergen to obtain information from the tax office.

	Date and signature
	Date and signature




Number of enclosures:
	Form B -        Instructions for filling in the form

Applies to:         Single parents entitled to receive childcare benefits (stønad til 


      barnetilsyn)



Introduction

Single parents who are studying, working or registered at the employment office as job seekers are entitled to receive childcare benefit from the national insurance office. This partially covers day care costs.

Single parents who are entitled to receive childcare benefits must apply to the national insurance office.

Advice may be obtained at the national insurance office.

Single parent households entitled to receive childcare benefit and who have an annual brutto salary under kroner 150.000,- or receive transition benefit and flat rate child maintenance as their only income, may apply to the Municipality of Bergen for an individual assessment concerning a fee reduction.

Applications are to be made using form B.

Other types of households must fill in form A.

Fee reductions are based on individual assessments of the household’s income and necessary living expenses.

Instructions for filling in the sections of the form

1. Information on the household
Personal information on all members of the household must be stated. Names, dates of birth and national insurance numbers of all the children must be given.

Information on children in the household who attend a day care facility is to be given under section b).

Children who do not attend a day care facility are to be included in section c).

1. Information on the financial situation of the household 

a.Income:

Brutto salary: Brutto salary means income from employment and income from self employment.

Documentation requirements: copy of last wage slip.

.
Benefits: Only taxable benefits are to be included as income. Examples of taxable benefits are:

Transition benefit, rehabilitation and disability allowance. Non taxable benefits are not to be included as income. Examples of non taxable benefits are: basic benefit and disability living allowance, child benefit, cash payment for small children, education support  and childcare benefit.

Documentation requirements: copy of last payment

Child maintenance: include as income. Should the child receive a pension instead of maintenance it is to be included as income.

Documentation requirements: copy of last payment.

Student loans/grants: include as income.

Documentation requirements: copy of last decision from Lånekassen.

Social benefit:  include as income.

Documentation requirements: copy of last decision from the social office.

Housing benefit:  include as income.

Copy of decision from Husbanken (Norwegian State Housing Bank) or Boligavdelingen (Housing Department) in the Muncipality of Bergen.

Other income is not to be included.
b.
Expenses:

Rent and mortgages: living expenses are to be included as expenses and are based on municipal rates for social help in the Muncipality of Bergen.Therefore, the decisive factor is whether rent and mortgages – after housing benefit is deducted – are higher than municipal rates for housing expenses.

Documentation requirements:

Rent:

copy of last payment

Mortgage:
copy of last payment plan

Electricity and heating expenses: Electricity expenses are to be included as expenses and are based on municipal rates for social help in the Municipality of Bergen.

Average monthly electricity expenses are worked out and determined by conversion factors based on statistical information from electricity companies.

Documentation requirements: copy of last electricity bill.

Child maintenance payments: include as an expense. .

Documentation requirements: copy of last payment.

Advance tax payment expenses: include as an expense. The deduction percentage is to be stated when this is not be provided by other documentation.

Living expenses: Not to be included as an expense, however, it is taken into account when assessing fee reductions based on municipal rates for social help in the Municipality of Bergen. Other expenses are not to be included.

Documentation requirements

Should insufficient documentation be provided the application will be returned unhandled. Applications repeatedly submitted without sufficient information may be rejected.

Annual application deadline

Fee reduction applications submitted within the 15 May are handled and put into effect when the day care facility opens for its coming year.

Otherwise, decisions on fee reductions apply from the month the Municipality of Bergen receives the application until the day care facility closes at the end of its full year of opening.

The form is to be sent to:

Fagavdeling barnehage og skole, Postboks 7700, 5020 BERGEN

	Form B     -   Application for a reduced fee day care facility place
Applies to:        single parents entitled to receive childcare benefit (stønad til 


     barnetilsyn)


All questions must be answered carefully. Incomplete applications will be returned unhandled.

1. Information on the household
	a) Information on parents

	Name of applicants

	Date of birth & national insurance number
	Occupation (work/studies/job seeker)



	Address


	Postcode/place
	Telephone private/work




	b) Information on children in day care facilities

	Name of child
	Date of birth & national insurance number
	Client number*)
	Name of day care facility
	Type of place
	Fee per month

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


*) if available

	c) Information on children who do not attend a day care facility

	Name of child
	Date of birth & national insurance number



	
	

	
	

	
	


2. Information on the financial situation of the household 

	a) Income per month
	Amount
	For internal use

	Brutto salary
	
	

	Benefits
	
	

	Child maintenance
	
	

	Student loan/grant
	
	

	Social welfare
	
	

	Housing benefit
	
	

	Total income per month
	
	


	b) Expenses per month
	Amount
	For internal use

	Rent
	
	

	Mortgage
	
	

	Electricity & heating expenses
	
	

	Child maintenance payments
	
	

	Advance tax payments
	
	

	Total expenses per month
	
	


 All information must be documented

	Have you applied for any other benefits? Which?
	

	Have you applied for a student loan/grant?
	


4. Declaration/consent/signature

I am a single parent entitled to receive childcare benefit.

I have applied to the national insurance office for childcare benefit.

I have read the instructions enclosed with the application form.

I declare that the information given is complete and correct. I am aware that incorrect or withheld information is punishable by law.

I give my consent to the Municipality of Bergen to obtain information which is necessary for the assessment of the application from other public authorities, hereunder NAV, Lånekassen, the social office and the housing department.

	Bergen (date)
	Applicants signature




Number of enclosures:
Fees and reductions

From the 1 January 2007, fees for student day care facilities will follow the rates of the Municipality of Bergen.

The national maximum fees for full day places in all day care facilities:

Households’s




Above

185 000
150 000
Under

brutto income:



235 000
-235 000
-185 000
150 000

Reduction:




Normal rates  16%                19%                 76%

Full place 41 hrs or more per week:

2330

1957

1188

559
When the day care facility place is reduced the fee will also be reduced. Regulations governing parent fees for day care facilities state that owners determine these themselves. In the Municipality of Bergen the rates for the most used types of places in the municipal day care facilities are:

Half day place



33  hrs per week
1700 
 1428 
 867
 408

Shared full day place


22.5 hrs per week
1165
   979
 594 
 280
Shared half day place


16.25 hrs per week
  850
   714
 434 
 204


Single parents entitled to receive childcare benefit will have an individual assessment of their income and necessary living expenses. The reduction of normal fees is then determined by this.

NB! In order to be given a fee reduction an application has to be made on a specific form to the Municipality of Bergen.

Form and instructions from the Municipality of Bergen
Sibling discounts.

A 30% fee reduction is given for the second child and 50% for the third and other children.
Parliament has ruled this as a minimum rate.

Sibling discounts in the Municipality of Bergen will be worked out in the following way:

A 15% sibling discount is given when there are two children in a day care facility, 26.7% for three children in a day care facility and 32.5% for four children in a day care facility. The fee reduction will be given automatically when there are several children attending Student Welfare Organisation day care facilities.

Further information may be obtained by enquiring at:

Byrådsavdeling for oppvekst

Barnehageservice

Postboks 7700

5020 BERGEN

Telephone: 55 56 24 60

Information on fees from the Municipality of Bergen

